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June 23,2025

Senator Chuck Grassley
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee

Senator Dick Durbin
Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee

Dear Senator Grassley and Senator Durbin:

On behalf of our hundreds of thousands of supporters and activists nationwide, People For
the American Way opposes the second slate of judicial nominations of President Trump’s
second term. The six nominees are Emil Bove (Third Circuit) and Florida district court
nominees Edward Artau (Southern District), Jordan Pratt (Middle District), John Guard
(Middle District), Anne-Leigh Gaylord Moe (Middle District), and Kyle Dudek (Middle District).

The federal courts are essential to providing the checks and balances needed to prevent
tyranny. At present, they are the only branch of the federal government carrying out this
essential function. As we explained in detail in a May 30, 2025, letter to the Judiciary
Committee, a president who defies court orders and threatens judges should not be allowed
to name anyone to the one branch of the federal government that is checking his power.!

Third Circuit

In addition, the records of these specific nominees also raise deep concerns, none more so
than Emil Bove.

Bove came to national prominence as Donald Trump’s personal criminal attorney in 2023-
2025. After the inauguration, Trump appointed him as acting deputy attorney general, the
second highest ranking official at the Justice Department. He held this position for six weeks
until the Senate confirmed Todd Blanche. Bove is currently Blanche’s principal associate.

Although his tenure at main Justice has been brief, his abuse of power there to advance
Donald Trump’s personal interests has done enormous damage to the integrity of the
Department.

For instance, he helped carry out Trump’s vengeance against those who prosecuted the
January 6 insurrection, which injured about 140 Capitol Officers and led to the deaths of five
of them." In the opening days of the second Trump administration, Bove ordered the firing of
Justice Department prosecutors who had been hired on a probationary basis concerning
cases related to the insurrection. He also told senior prosecutors in every state to make a list
of prosecutors and FBI personnel in their states who had been involved in investigating the
insurrection.’ Bove expressed agreement with Trump’s baseless assertion that the FBI
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investigation of the attack constituted a “grave national injustice” against the American
people.v

Bove’s unethical conduct in office also led to what has been called the largest mass
resignation of senior prosecutors in decades.” Bove sparked the crisis in February when he
ordered interim U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York Danielle Sassoon to ask
the federal court there to dismiss a pending corruption case against Adams “without
prejudice.” Bove expressly connected this action to allowing Adams to “devote full attention
and resources to the illegal immigration and violent crime” in the city."

Had the original charges been meritless, there would be no need to drop them without
prejudice. But dropping them in that manner would have allowed their reinstatement at any
point. The move was widely seen across the political spectrum as a corrupt quid pro quo to
secure Adams’ cooperation in executing Trump administration policies.

Sassoon resigned on principle rather than carry out Bove’s unethical order. So did another
federal prosecutor in New York, along with five Justice Department attorneys associated with
its Public Integrity unit in Washington DC. Bove ended up having to sign the request himself.
The federal judge in the case recognized the corruption and dismissed the case with
prejudice, thereby thwarting Bove’s scheme. He called extracting a public official’s
cooperation in exchange for dropping a prosecution “a grave betrayal of the public trust,
because it would violate norms against using prosecutorial power for political ends.”

The opposition to Bove transcends partisanship and ideology. Indeed, parties who have
spent years in conflict over their visions of the judiciary are united in their belief that Bove is
dangerously unsuited to be a federal judge.

In fact, some of the strongest supporters of Trump’s first-term judicial nominees have come
out in strong opposition to the Bove nomination. For instance, Ed Whelan described Bove as
a nominee “whose selection can only be explained by their thuggish fealty to Trump.”"ii And
Gregg Nunziata, the executive director of the Society for the Rule of Law, stated that Bove's
“involvement in the Adams prosecution ... suggests someone who'’s eager to do the bidding
of his political masters before seriously looking at legal constraints and ethics.”

Florida District Courts
The records of the Florida district court nominees also raise serious concerns.

For instance, while Florida appellate judge Edward Artau was in the process of being
considered for this very nomination to the Southern District, he participated in a defamation
case in which Trump was a party in his personal capacity.* The final brief was submitted to
the appeals court on October 25, 2024, after which Artau was randomly assigned to the
panel. Artau’s efforts to secure this nomination began at least as early as November 14,
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when he met with Florida Sen. Rick Scott’s general counsel about his interest in being
nominated by the just-reelected President Trump. Although he had set in motion his effort to
get Florida’s senators to recommend him and for Trump to nominate him, Judge Artau
remained on the panel, which released its opinion on February 12. His decision not to recuse
himself raises serious ethical questions.

Even more concerns are raised by Artau’s concurring opinion in the case. The issue before
the panel was purely procedural: whether Florida courts had jurisdiction to hear Trump’s
lawsuit, since all but one of the 19 defendants lived outside of Florida. The panel unanimously
agreed that they did. But Artau chose to write a concurring opinion in which he described
what he called “the now-debunked allegations that [Trump] colluded with the Russians to
win the 2016 presidential election.” Artau also wrote that the Supreme Court should overturn
New York Times v. Sullivan, the seminal Supreme Court case protecting media and reporters
from defamation suits from government officials they anger.

Middle District nominee Jordan Pratt worked for the First Liberty Institute, a legal group
notorious for opposing LGBTQ+ equality and abortion rights. Pratt is now a state judge, and
he used his position to strike down Florida’s “judicial bypass” statute permitting mature
minors to obtain abortion care without parental consent. In his personal capacity, he has
argued that for purposes of the Second Amendment, “sensitive places” where governments
can limit firearms should be defined narrowly. X He has also argued that it is unconstitutional
for state universities to require instructors with religiously-based judgments against
transgender and nonbinary people to use their preferred pronouns. i

Concerns have also been raised about Middle District nominee John Guard. As Florida’s
deputy attorney general, he approved a $67 million settlement with the state’s largest
Medicaid managed care plan provider that had been accused of overcharging for
prescription drugs. Under the settlement, $10 million had to be paid to the Hope Florida
Foundation, a group affiliated with Casey DeSantis (wife of the governor). The funds were
then apparently transferred to a political committee helping Gov. DeSantis defeat a
marijuana legalization ballot measure A criminal investigation has been launched into the
diversion.*
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Conclusion

President Trump has shown himself to be a threat to the ability of courts to protect our
freedom, and the Senate should not confirm any of his nominees.

Sincerely,

'77/1477 FButon

Marge Baker
Executive Vice President
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